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THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THIS  PROJECT  IS  "AN  ORAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  WINFIELD  DUNN  CAMPAIGN  AND 
ADMINISTRATION."  THE  PLACE  IS  CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE  AND  THE  DATE 
IS  NOVEMBER  27,  1975.   THE  INTERVIEW  IS  WITH  DR.  ROBERT  COFER.   THE 
INTERVIEW  IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS 
STATE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE.   TRANSCRIBED  BY  ALBERTINA  BROOKS. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Dr.  Cofer,  I  suggest  that  we  start  with  some 

basic  background  information  about  yourself, 
starting  perhaps  with  when  and  where  you  were  born  and  any  brief  facts 
you  want  to  give  about  your  family,  your  early  life,  your  education 
and  then  your  experience  up  to  the  point  you  met  Winfield  Dunn. 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  I  was  born  in  Calhoun,  Tennessee  in 

McMinn  County,  which  is  12  miles  from 
Cleveland.   I  grew  up  there  and  from  there  went  to  the  University  of 
Tennessee  both  undergraduate  and  medical  school.   I  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  stayed  in  Memphis,  both  in  internship 
and  residency.   I've  been  in  Tennessee  except  for  3  years  that  I 
practiced  in  Harlan,  Kentucky,  all  my  life.   My  family  background, 
all  my  family  has  been  in  Tennessee  really  for  many  years.   The 
ones  that  are  the  most  familiar  to  me  I  can  trace  the  family  back 
to  about  1820  in  the  area  of  East  Tennessee.   Interestingly  enough,  I 
have  some  family  members  who  are  Republicans  prior  to  the  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.   In  fact,  [they]  were  Republican  office  holders  in 
East  Tennessee  before  Abraham  Lincoln  was  president.   So  we'd  been 
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Republicans  a  long  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  is  about  as  long  a  Republican  history 

as  you  find  in  Tennessee. 
DR.  COFER:  I  have  a  great,  great,  great,  grandfather 

who  was  a  recorder  in  Polk  County  as  a  Re- 
publican when  the  county  was  formed  in  1848. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  After  the  land  was  bought  or  secured  from 

the  Indians  I  believe  about  10  years  before 
then.  What  year  were  you  born  and  what  political  background  had  you 
had  before  you  met  Winfield  Dunn? 

DR.  COFER:  I  was  born  in  1932,  had  always  been  interes- 

ted in  politics  and  active  in  other  cam- 
paigns.  The  first  activity  that  I  can  ever  remember  in  a  political 
campaign,  I  worked  for  my  grandfather  when  he  ran  for  county  court 
in  McMinn  County  which  would  have  been  in  1944,  which  he  lost  by  the 
way  interestingly,  to  a  machine  with  a  famous  Memphis  name--one  of 
Mr.  Crump's  elections—and  his  opponent  was  backed  by  Mr.  Crump. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  I  believe  there  was  an  alliance  between 

Mr.  Crump  and  a  county  machine  in  Polk  Coun- 
ty for  awhile. 
DR.  COFER:  Well  this  was  actually  in  McMinn  County  of 

course  which  was  the  same  organization.   But 
after  this  [i ]  continued  to  be  active  in  the  Republican  Party.   I 
worked  with  some  of  the  Republican  officials  in  McMinn  County  as  a 
teenager.   Of  course  in  college,  I  didn't  have  much  time--medical 
school--for  this.   But  I  belonged  with  the  young  Republican  Club  in 
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Memphis  while  I  was  in  internship  and  residency  training.   I  worked 
one  of  the  districts  in  the  presidential  race  when  Eisenhower  ran» 
I  worked  some  in  this  in  Memphis  and  also  worked  some  when  Senator 
Goldwater  ran  for  president.   When  we  moved  back  to  Cleveland,  my 
wife  and  I  both  were  active  in  now  Senator  Brock's  first  Congression- 
al race.   I've  been  interested  in  Republican  politics  virtually  all 
my  life. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  When  did  you  first  meet  Winfield  Dunn  and 

what  were  the  circumstances? 
DR.  COFER:  I  actually  did  not  meet  Dr.  Dunn  while  I 

was  in  Memphis  although  we  were  at  school 
at  the  same  time  actually--he  in  dental  school  and  I  in  medical 
school.   I  had  no  contact  with  him  then  and  actually  he  was  active 
in  the  Republican  Party  when  I  belonged  to  the  Young  Republican 
Club  and  while  I  was  in  training.   In  fact,  I  worked  a  little  bit  in 
the  preliminaries  in  the  election  just  before  I  moved  in  the  1962 
election.   I  believe  it  was  the  election  in  which  Governor  Dunn  ran 
for  the  state  senate. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Unsuccessfully. 

DR.  COFER:  Unsuccessfully.   Very  unsuccessfully.   How- 

ever, that  I  really  believe  was  the  thing 
that  set  the  stage  for  election  of  a  Congressman  from  the  district 
encompassing  Shelby  County  because  both  the  Congressional  election 
and  several  people  who  made  sacrifices  to  run  both  for  the  state 
senate  and  the  state  house.   Because  they  really  didn't  have  much  of 
a  prospect  for  winning  and  their  running  though  helped  set  up  the 
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organization.   So  I  had  seen  this  begin  to  form  while  I  was  in  Mem- 
phis.  And  of  course  Millsaps  Fitzhugh  was  still  chairman  of  the 
party  at  that  time  and  died  shortly  after  this.   And  after  failing 
to  win  any  of  the  seats  it  was  a  good  bit  of  apparent  despondency  in 
the  party.   And  after  this  of  course  I  read  in  the  paper  that  Winfield 
Dunn  was  elected  party  chairman.   Not  long  after,  well  but  in  the  next 
election,  the  Republican  Party  elected  a  congressman  and  this  was 
obvious  to  me  that  somebody  did  a  tremendous  piece  of  work  in  really 
bringing  this  about.   And  this  really  probably  is  what  got  my  atten- 
tion when  I  knew  he  was  going  to  run  for  governor. 

The  first  suggestion  I  had  of  any  aid  I  might  give  him,  the 
husband  of  the  Republican  committee  woman  from  Bradley  County , --state 
committee  woman  from  Bradley  County--her  husband  called  me  and  he 
tried  a  time  or  two  before  to  get  me  to  serve  as  campaign  manager 
for  one  candidate  or  another.   He  called  me  and  asked  me  if  I  was 
interested  and  had  the  time  to  give  some  time  and  do  it.   I  thought 
so,  that  I  thought  I  would  be  interested,  and  then  he  asked  me  who 
if  I  had  any  preferences  to  who  I'd  like  to  work  for.   Well  I 
didn't  really  know  who  all  was  going  to  run  and  who  was  looking 
for  help.   So  he  mentioned  that  Bill  Jenkins  did  not  have  a  cam- 
paign manager,  that  Winfield  Dunn  did  not,  that  Lamar  Baker 
did  not  and  that  Lamar's  opponent.  .  . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  In  the  primary? 

DR.  COFER:  In  the  primary.   His  name's  Jack,- -I  can't 

remember  his  last  name--did  not  either  and 
that  I  could  have  my  pick.   That  if  I  had  a  preference,  that  he 


. 
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would  suggest  to  whichever  one  I  wanted  that  they  ask  me  to  help. 
Well  I  told  him,  well,  I  wanted  to  talk  to  my  family  and  to  my 
wife  and  before  I  said  I  would.   And  I  thought  about  it  and  decided 
myself   that   this   was  really   a  golden  opportunity  for  the  Repub- 
lican Party  to  win  the  governor's  race.   And  that  the  best  way  to 
do  it  would  be  obviously  run  a  governor  from  West  Tennessee  dith 
Senator  Brock  or  a  runner  from  East  Tennessee.   And  well  now  it's 
obvious  that  Senator  Brock  is  going  to  think  that  way  to  where 
he's  going  to  have  his  people  somewhere  along  the  line.   At  least 
it  would  not  be  hindering  Governor  Dunn  and  maybe  it  would  push 
Governor  Dunn.   This  didn't  turn  out  to  be  the  case  but  it  turned 
out  successful  anyway  and  this  is  really  how  I  decided  that  I  would 
help  manage  his  campaign  if  he  was  interested  before  I  ever  saw 
the  man.   About  a  week  later  he  came  to  Cleveland  and  spoke  to  the 
Rotary  Club. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  about  when  that  was  in 

1970? 
DR.  COFER:  This  should  have  been  in  the  last  week  in 

June  I  guess,  and  was  introduced  by  Harrison 
Brown.   I  never  really  knew  exactly  what  Harrison's  connection  with 
the  Governor  was  if  any  but  he  was  no  longer  active  after  this  point. 
I  talked  to  him  a  few  minutes  after  the  Rotary  Club,  five  minutes 
out  in  the  yard  and  that's  how  I  became  his  campaign  manager  in 
Bradley  County. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  he  spoke  about  at  the 

Rotary  Club? 


DR.  COFER :  Well  he  gave  a--I  do  very  well--because  I 

thought  thought  it  was  most  unique  in  the  way  he 

approached  it.   He  really  gave  an  analysis  of  why  he  could  win  the 
Republican  Primary.   And  based  on  the  comparisons  of  himself  and  his 
pluses  and  minuses  with  the  other  candidates.   And  I  thought  this  was 
most  unique  at  that  stage. 


Now  let's  see  at  the  time  he  was  comparing 
his  candidacy,  Maxey  Jarman  had  announced 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

and  Bill  Jenkins  had. 

DR.  COFER:  Claude  Robertson  I  believe.   I  believe  all 

four  of  them  already  had.  .  . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Right,  I  think  they  were  all  in  by  then. 

Do  you  remember  how  we  saw  the  election-- 
why  he  thought  he  could  win? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  mainly  for  the  fact  that  he  had  had 

some  experience  that  he  was  in  a  profession 
that  was  used  to  meeting  people;    handling  people  did  not  bother  him; 
that  his  age  certainly  was  an  advantage  no  one  could  point  at  him  as 
being  too  young  or  too  old  which  was  I  think  everybody  considered  a 
problem.  Bill  Jenkins  being  a  little  younger  than  most  had  considered 
and  Mr.  Jarman  a  little  older  and  I  think  most  people  considered  that 
Mr.  Robertson  did  not  have  a  chance  anyway.   And  this  in  essence  is 
the  way  he  summed  it  up.   And  also,  that  he  intended  to  be  very 
vigorous  that  he  had  the  stamina  and  the  youth  and  enough  to  run  an 
extremely  vigorous  campaign.   Which  of  course  is  obviously  the 
reason  he  won  the  election.   He  campaigned  harder  than  anybody  else. 
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I  expect  nobody  besides  him  knows  how  hard  he  campaigned.   I  know  a 
little  bit  about  it,  but  I  would  have  not  have  believed  up  to  that 
point.   I  had  never  been  that  close  to  anybody  in  a  major   political 
race.   How  much  he  actually  did  put  into  it  because  before  I  ever 
saw  him  he'd  been  all  over  the  state.   For  he'd  been  in  Cleveland 
before  then.   I  didn't  know  it  at  the  time.   He'd  been  in  Cleveland 
had  talked  to  people  at  both  the  radio  stations  and  the  newspaper 
back  months  before  that.   Before  he  got  back  and  before  he  ever  an- 
nounced . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  did  have  a  very  exhausting  schedule.   I 

talked  to  some  of  the  aides  who  traveled 
with  him  and  they  certainly  had  a  very  full  schedule  when  they  got 
around  the  state.   Well,  were  you  impressed  with  his  reasoning  about 
winning  the  primary? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  certainly  I  was  impressed  not  by  his 

reasoning  as  much  as  he  was  willing  to  place 
his  reasoning  out  for  public  inspection  and  this  impressed  me  very 
much.   This  turned  out  to  be  of  course  all  through  the  campaign  his 
major  attribute  and  when  he  showed  a  weakness  this  turned  out  to  be 
his  weakness  because  a  time  or  two  in  the  campaign  people  took  ad- 
vantage of  him  in  this  regard. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  When  you  first  meet  a  person  and  hear  a  per- 

son make  a  speech,  I'm  sure  you  form  some 
kind  of  impression  of  him.   What  sort  of  impression  do  you  get  of 
Winfield  Dunn  at  this  occasion  of  the  Rotary  Club  speech? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  certainly  the  fact  that  he  was  this 
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open  that  I  would  have  expected  him  to  be 
a  very  honest  individual  and  in  fact  when  I  agreed  to  be  his  campaign 
manager  this  is  the  only  thing  I  asked  of  him.   That  I  expected  him 
to  be  honest  and  if  I  ever  saw  any  indication  he  wasn't,  I'd  quit  the 
next  day.   That's  the  only  thing  I  asked  him  and  he  never  disappointed 
me,  ever. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  was  willing  to  accept  that  condition  I 

gather . 
DR.  COFER:  It  didn't  phase  him  (laughter)  in  the  least. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  I'm  sure  he  went  on  somewhere  else 

that  day  for  he  must  have  been  on  a  schedule. 
What  did  you  start  doing  then? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  of  course  at  that  time  there  were  some 

other  people  already  interested  in,  in  fact 
who  had  already  committed  themselves  to  Governor  Dunn,  primarily 
Jodah  Lauderdale.   Of  course  Jodah  had  been  involved  in  politics  in 
Bradley  County  a  long  time.  .  . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  do  you  spell  his  name? 

DR.  COFER:  It's  J-O-D-A-H,  Jodah  and  L-A-U-D-E-R-D-A-L-E . 

And  he  was  Pike  Road  Superintendent  in 
Bradley  County  at  the  time.   And  had  a  long  rather  varied  history  in 
politics  in  the  county.   He  won  his  first  election  to  that  office  when 
nobody  thought  he  had  a  chance  and  had  been  in  the  office  some  two  or 
three  terms.   Of  course  Jodah  died  shortly  after  the  General  election. 
But  I  discussed  you  know  things  with  him--what  he  was  going  to  do  and 
what  he  planned  to  do. 
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I  also  of  course  discussed  it  with  Paul  Davis.   Paul  again  had 
also  been  involved  in  politics  in  Bradley  County  a  long  time.   Paul 
at  the  time  told  me  he  was  not  going  to  be  involved  in  the  election, 
but  this  turned  out  not  to  be  true.   Although  he  did  apologize 
personally  to  me  for  changing  this  condition.   He  had  promised  me 
that  he  was  not,  when  this  started.   Some  other  people  that  I  knew 
that  were  interested  in  being  involved  who  had  not  been  before   and 
primarily  Buck  Holdredge.   Buck  had  been  interested  in  politics  and 
had  been  active  at  one  time  but  had  not  been  active  in,  oh  ten  or 
twelve  years.   He  became  actually  more  or  less  Co-Chairman  with  me 
and  did  very  much  work.   Other  than  this  I  primarily  began  to  con- 
tact people  who  I  knew  were  interested  in  politics  who  were  interested 
in  the  election  and  I  knew  hadn't  made  up  their  mind  and  attempted  to 
get  as  many  of  the  county.   I  discussed  his  candidacy  with  the  Repub- 
lican office  holders  in  the  county. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  kind  of  success  did  you  have  with  the 

County  Executive  Committee? 
DR.  COFER:  Not  an  awful  lot.   The  election  divided  in 

[a]  very  interesting  manner  after  this. 
None  of  the  people  had  I  known  very  well.   One  of  the  gentlemen  who 
I  discussed  it  with  had  already  committed  himself  to  Claude  Robert- 
son on  the  basis  he  had  been  previously  party  chairman,  Owen 
Swafford.   And  when  Claude  was  State  Chairman  he  was  county  chair- 
man and  Claude  had  helped  him  a  lot  and  he  had  already  agreed  to 
help  Claude  in  his  race.   The  party  chairman,  S.  J.  Sullivan  Jr., 
was  never  active  in  the  campaign  and  he  took  no  sides  in.  .  . 
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The  vice  chairman  did  not  take  sides  in  the  primary  at  all  ever  who 
was  secretary  treasurer  was  Mr.  Jarman ' s  nominal  chairman  he  actually 
wasn't  the  appointed  chairman  but  he  was  his  boss.   Mr.  Frank  Hazard 
who  was  Mr.  Jarman 's  chairman  was  his  employer  and  actually  he  was  in 
effect  the  chairman  for  Mr.  Jarman.   And  so  that  he  took  some  of  the 
executive  committee  with  him.   We  had  more  help  from  the  executive 
committee  divided.   Now  this  boy  knows  and  he  says  I  had  more  of  them 
than  I  realized  at  the  time.    And,  I  expect  this  is  probably  true 
based  on  how  the  voting  went.   And  also  of  course  with  Mr.  Lauderdale's 
backing  this  carried  a  fair  sum  of  the  committeemen  that  I  did  not 
know  it  carried.   Interestingly,  one  of  the  men  who  worked  for  Mr. 
Lauderdale  was  a  very  active  Jarman  supporter  so  that  with  Mr. 
Lauderdale's  blessings  which  is  the  way  politics  is  sometimes  in  this 
part  of  the  country.   They  were  hedging  their  bet. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  I  can  understand  some  reluctance  in 

the  primary  when  they  of  course  couldn't 
really  be  sure  who  would  win  and  who  they  would  need  to  be  supporting 
in  the  general  election. 
DR.  COFER:  Right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  else  did  you  do  in  terms  of  fund- 

raising,  advertising,  and  organization? 
DR.  COFER:  Fund-raising,  we  didn't  have  any  in  the  pri- 

mary.  One  man  who--an  uncle  by  marriage  of 
mine--gave  us  $5--named  Albert  Goins--  and  seems  like  somebody  else 
gave  us  $20  and  I  can't  remember  who.   And  I  spent  $75  of  my  own  money 
and  that  was  the  extent  of  our  fundraising.   That  is  what  we  spent  for 
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newspaper  advertisement  the  night  before  the  primary  and  for  radio 
spots.   We  spent  $75. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  certainly  got  good  mileage  out  of  that 

money. 
DR.  COFER:  But  primarily  this  was  a  person  to  person 

campaign.   My  wife,  my  four  children  went 
everywhere  I  did.   We  went  to  every  rally  of  course.   This  was  at  the 
same  time  as  county  general  elections.   We  were  having  various  pre- 
cinct rallies.   Of  course  we  made  all  of  these  in  addition  to  the 
major  rallies  that  McMinn  County  always  has  just  before  the  general 
election.   Of  course  I,  having  grown  up  in  McMinn  County,  we  went  to 
this  one  because  I  knew  an  awful  lot  of  the  people  who  would  be  there, 
I  worked  some  out  of  my  office.   I  have  a  rule  in  politics  in  my  of- 
fice--! never  bring  up  the  subject.   But  each  desk  that  I  use  had  a 
drawer  with  bumper  stickers  and  buttons  and  cards  in  it  so  that  any- 
body brought  up  the  subject  I  had  them  right  there  to  offer.   In 
this  way  of  course  we  worked  some  in  Polk  County,  some  in  McMinn 
County  as  well  as  Bradley  County.   I  had  several  patients  who  became 
very  active  in  the  campaign.   One  man  named  Jess  Cantril,  who  is  now 
dead,  probably  spent  more  time  actually  than  I  did.   Jess  was  crip- 
pled and  was    retired—actually  disabled.   But  he  was  at  every 
rally  and  did  an  awful  lot  of  person  to  person  work  for  me.   This 
was  the  kind  of  primary  campaign  that  we  ran. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  was  the  approximate  division  in  Polk 

County  between  Democrats  and  Republicans? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  this  was  of  course  at  the  time  when 
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the  Republicans  were  improving  their 

position  in  Polk  County  which  of  course  since  has  deteriorated 

considerably   but  probably  at  that  time  it  was  60  40--607o  Democrat 

and  407o  Republican. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well  you  had  at  least  a  substantial  Repub- 

lican core  to  work  with. 

DR.  COFER:  Yeah,  this  of  course  was  not  in  Bradley. 

You  were  asking  about  Polk  Coutny.   Bradley 

County  is  a  Republican  County. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  you  were  working  in? 

DR.  COFER:  Primarily  in  Bradley  County  but  had  a  lot  of 

spill  over  into  Polk  County  and  my  family.  . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Some  into  McMinn  County? 

DR.  COFER:  Some  into  McMinn.   So  I  grew  up  in  McMinn. 

My  family  on  my  mother's  side  is  all  from 

Polk  County  originally.   I  have  many  relatives  still  in  Polk  County. 

In  fact,  until  recently  had  a  great  uncle  who  was  the  last  Republican 

office  holder  in  Polk  County  until  this  election  in  '70.   He  was 

sheriff  in  the  '30's  and  had  not  been  a  Republican  office  holder 

after  that  until  4  years  ago. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  let's  see,  what  was  the  situation  in 

Bradley  County,  a  Republican  majority  there? 

DR.  COFER:  There's  been  a  majority  of  the  Republican 

vote  a  majority  Republican  office  holders  for 

many  years  in  Bradley  County.   Not  a  overwhelming  majority  we  do  have 

two  long-term  Democratic  office  holders  in  the  courthouse  but  the 


- 
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majority  party  and  the  majority  county  court  has  been  Republican 

for  several  years. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  As  I  remember  it,  although  of  course 

Bradley  County  is  not  one  of  the  metro- 
politan counties  in  the  state,  it  has  a  fairly  substantial  popula- 
tion.  Do  you  remember  about  how  many  voters  were  registered  then? 
DR.  COFER:  I  would  say  almost  about  18,000  voters  at 

the  time.   That's  off  the  top  of  my  head. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  In  the  primary  then  you  were  doing  a  lot  of 

person  to  person  work.   What  sort  of  work  was 
being  done  for  the  other  candidates? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  the  organizations  varied.   I'd  say  Mr. 

Robertson  had  a  few  individuals  who  had  at 
one  time  or  other   been  prominent  in  Republican  politics  who  had 
supported  him.   But  they  did  very   little  else.   His  campaign  chair- 
man did  very  little.   Bill  Jenkins  had  a  lot  of  people,  a  very  active 
organization.   A  lot  of  young  people,  a  lot  of  people  who  had  not 
been  very  close  to  the  Republican  Party  but  who  were  known  Republicans 
but  had  not  been  very  active  in  the  past  but  had  a  lot  of  this  kind  of 
people,   a  lot  of  substantial  people.   Of  course  he  did  wind  up  with 
Paul  Davis  supporting  him  and  as  things  progressed  Paul  more  or  less 
called  the  shots  in  his  campaign.   Mr.  Jarman  again  had  several 
active  politicians  supporting  him.  [He]  ran  a  fairly  visible  campaign 
but  didn't  have  the  number  of  people  that  either  that  we  had  support- 
ing Dunn  or  people  the  number  who  were  actively  and  visibly  supporting 
Bill  Jenkins. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  the  others  seem  to  be  spending  more 

money  than  you  did? 
DR.  COFER:  Certainly  they  spent  more  as  far  as  both 

newspaper  and  radio  advertising.   Both  par- 
ticularly I  expected  the  Jarman  organization  spent  the  most  with  Bill 
Jenkins  shortly  just  barely  behind  them.   Claude  Robertson  spent  very 
little  actually. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  end  the  primary  campaign  owing  any- 

thing? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  very  little.   We  had  one  dinner  that 

we  may  have  owed  a  few  dollars  either  whether 
I  paid  that  before  the  end  or  after  but  it  was  very  little  if  any. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let's  see,  who  do  you  have  in  the  county  for 

him  between  this  speech  to  the  Rotary  Club 
and  the  primary  election? 
DR.   COFER:  Nobody  except  Winfield  himself  came  back  on 

two  occasions . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  handled  his  arrangements  then? 

DR.  COFER:  Robin  Beard  was  contact  man.   Robin  managed  to 

have  a  conflict  every  time  he  was  supposed  to 
come  to  Bradley  County.   He  was  never  here.   But  now  of  course,  so  that 
when  he  came  back  one  of  these  was  when  we  opened  headquarters  .   Which 
was  again  whether  he  decided  this  on  his  own  but  this  was  an  ideal 
time  to  come.   I  believe  he  was  the  only  major  candidate  who  came  other 
than  for  the  candidates  the  two  Congressional  candidates  were  there, 
but  neither  of  the  gubernatorial  candidates  were  there  for  the  opening 
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of  the  headquarters.   And  this  I  think  was    certainly  a  plus  in  the 
campaign  because  we  got  real  good  radio  coverage.   We  had  one  of  the 
radio  stations  come  out  and  interview  him  and  they  did  [a]  very  good 
job  for  us.   In  fact,  this  particular  radio  station  cut  our  spots.   I 
did  not  use  the--I  think  maybe  he  sent  me  some  spots--but  I  didn't 
use  them.   This  radio  station  used  the  spot  that  they  took  that  they 
made  from  that  interview  for  me  which  is  the  spots  we  used  in  our  ad- 
vertising.  Cause  they  did  a  real  good  job  with  their  interview. 

From  there  he  went  on  to  a  night  rally  in  Polk  County.   I  drove 
him  up  there  and  this  is  one  of  the  times  that  I  got  a  little  insight 
in  how  much  effort  he  was  putting  in  the  campaign.   I  had  at  that  time 
a  Mustang  and  Governor  Dunn  being  a  little  tall  folded  up  in  the  front 
seat  of  that  Mustang.   It  was  a  little  uncomfortable  for  him.   But  we 
went  up  and  spent  several  hours  at  the  rally  and  then  he'd  left  his 
car  here  and  I  drove  him  back.   On  the  way  back,  I  was  rattling  along 
about  what  was  going  on  and  about  Polk  County  and  about  my  family  and 
this  and  that  and  the  other  .   I  looked  over  and  the  Governor   was  sound 
asleep.   He  hadn't  heard  a  word  I  said.  (Laughter)   He  slept  all  the 
way  back.   Obviously,  he  was  just  worn,  just  worn  out.   But  to  see  him 
go  through  the  crowd  and  greet  people  and  he  made  an  impression  on  every- 
body this  way  whether  they  were  for  him  or  against  him.   Everybody  he 
met  was  an  instant  friend  and  really  made  a  real  good  impression.   Of 
course  he  spoke  at  the  rally  and  again  did  a  good  job  with  this.   The 
next  time  several  weeks  later  that  he  came  back  to  Bradley  County  we 
had  breakfast.   And  we  had  breakfast  a  little  in  a  cafeteria  in  the 
industrial  part  of  town  in  the  morning  in  an  area  where  I  don't  believe 
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there've  ever  been  any  political  gatherings  before  and  we  thought 
this  was  effective.   In  that  we  had  people  there  who  ordinarily 
wouldn't  come  uptown  to  a  Holiday  Inn  and  so  on.   And  we  did  very 
well  in  the  primary  and  the  people  who  were  in  this  area. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  As  an  election  moves  along  usually  you  get 

some  sort  of  feeling  about  how  it's  going. 
How  did  you  think  things  were  going  to  go  in  Bradley  County  before  the 
election? 
DR.  COFER :  Well,  our  target  in  Bradley  County  was  a  little 

ambitious.   We  planned  to  get  a  majority  of  the 
votes,  for  four  candidates.   I  of  course,  was  written  or  was  contacted  I 
can't  remember  whether  by  phone  or  by  writing  and  asked  just  this: 
"How  it  was  going  to  go."  And  I  was  firmly  convinced  that  we  would 
lead  the  ticket  in  Bradley  County.   Jodah  was  a  little  more  optimistic. 
He  said  we  were  going  to  get  a  majority,  but  I  wasn't  so  sure.   There 
wasn't  any  question  of  predicting  that  was  going  to  be  Winfield  Dunn, 
Bill  Jenkins,  Maxey  Jarman,  and  Claude  Robertson.   I  missed  the  totals 
a  couple  of  them  pretty  badly.   I  missed  Claude  Robertson  by  500  votes. 
I  didn't  think  he'd  get  as  many  as  he  did.   But  as  I  say  he  had  a  few 
good  strong  individuals,  one  of  whom  had  been  previous  party  chairman 
and  he  got  some  votes  out  of  my  own  family  that  I  thought  I  was  going 
to  get.   But  this  was  in  essence  the  way  it  seemed  to  be  shaping  up. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  you  able  to  get  enough  literature  and 

materials  to  pass  out? 
DR.  COFER:  We  didn't  run  badly  short.   Now  we  used  every 

piece  of  everything  we  got.   By  before  or  by 
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three  or  four  days  before  actually  we  were  oat  of  everything.   Posters-- 
this  type  of  thing--the  portrait  posters  that  we  used  we  could  have 
put  up  more  of  these  but  probably  not  very  effectively.   We  probably 
had  as  many  as  were  would  really  have  been  effective.   We  had  four  or 
five  people  who  put  all  these  up.   One  named  Graham  who  did  a  lot  of 
work  with  this  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  and  this  Jess  Cantril 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  who  I  mentioned,  and  Jim  Gibbons  who 
had  been  active  in  town  in  the  party  for  some  time  who  did  a  lot  of 
work--he  and  his  son  with  the  posters.   But  basically  we  ran  out  just 
right.   We  had  just  barely  enough. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  the  Governor  seem  to  be  doing  when  he 

came  back  in  his   last  appearance  before  the 
election  in  the  county?   Was  he  holding  up  all  right? 
DR.  COFER:  He  could  put  an  excellent  face  on  the  fact 

that  he  was  about  to  go  to  sleep.   Of  course 
the  last  time  he  was  here  was  earlier  in  the  day  was  for  breakfast  and 
I  accused  him  of  always  being  late  and  which  I'm  sure  you  always 
are  in  a  campaign  he  was  running  but  really  he  seemed  to  be  handling  it 
real  well,  very  well. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  know  his  aides  tried  very  hard  to  keep  him 

on  time  but  in  a  campaign  it's  very  hard  to 
do  of  course. 
DR.  COFER:  This  is  the   thing  we  wanted  most.   We  wanted 

time  from  him  more  than  literature.   Because 
there  are  always  some  other  places,  for  instance  we  did  one  of  the 
times  that  he  was  here,  the  fact  the  time  he  spoke  to  the  Rotary  Club 
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he  went  through  a  couple  of  shopping  centers.   Again,  this  is  where 
he  was  extremely  effective  by  greeting  people.   You  couldn't  expect 
a  professional  long-time  politician  to  do  any  better.   It  was  com- 
pletely natural  with  him  apparently  and  this  was  really  where  he 
was  most  effective.   We  also  had--I  don't  believe  this  was  in  the 
primary--later  some  support  from  the  church  groups  here  and  some  of 
the  individuals  in  them.    But  that,  I  believe,  was  in  the  general 
election . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Why  were  the  church  groups  giving  support? 

DR.  COFER:  They  traditionally  do  in  this  area.   Not  so 

much  the  churches  as  such  but  their  adminis- 
trative organizations.   We  have  of  course  two  denominations  headquar- 
tered  in   Cleveland  and  their  administrative  apparatus  traditionally 
does  . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  about  bumper  stickers  and  signs?   Were 

you  seeing  enough  of  them  around  the  counties 
to  convince  you  that  you  were  doing  all  right? 
DR.  COFER:  We  seemed  to  be  doing  reasonably  well  with 

these.   In  that  election  bumper  stickers  were 
still  in  vogue,  I  think  this  must  have  gone  by  the  boards  recently. 
For  the  last  couple  of  elections  you  just  don't  see  them  anymore.   But 
people  were  still  willing  to  announce  their  allegiance  at  that  time  and 
we  thought  we  were  doing  reasonably  well  with  these. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  you  do  on  election  day  at  the  first 

election? 
DR.  COFER:  Now  we  had  one  other  meeting  that  I  haven't 
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mentioned  prior.  .  .   This  meeting  was  held 
in  Chattanooga  and  encompassed  representatives  from  all  the  counties 
in  the  Third  District.   And  Governor  Dunn  and  some  of  the  state  wide 
people  attended  the  meeting.   I  attended  this  meeting  with  Buck 
Holderidge  and  Buck  took  with  him  a  small  card  that  had  been  printed 
up  by  Lamar  Baker's  organization  and  given  to  Jodah  Lauderdale  con- 
taining the  names  of  Ben  Longly,  Calvin  Cannon,  Lamar  Baker,  and 
Winfield  Dunn.   Now  these  cards  were  to  be  used  by  people  who  took 
voters  to  the  polls  in  instructing  them  how  to  vote  in  the  primary. 
Mr.  Holderidge  gave  Governor  Dunn  one  of  these  and  asked  him  if  we 
should  use  them.   The  Governor  objected  strongly  to  their  being 
used.   Not  that  this  was  a  bad  political  move,  but  that  he  objected 
in  principle  to  doing  this  type  of  thing  in  the  primary.   In  fact  I 
learned  later  that  he  called  Mr.  Lauderdale  the  night  after  that 
meeting  and  asked  that  they  not  be  used.   I'm  sure  that  in  that  con- 
versation Mr.  Lauderdale  said  yes  but  also  on  election  day  they  were 
used.   And  this  type  of  thing  was  used  by  the  other  candidates  in  the 
election  as  well.   At  that  meeting  interestingly  it  seemed  that  in 
most  of  the  counties  the  managers  thought  that  Winfield  was  doing 
very  well.   And  this  was  a  very  very  pleasant  meeting  in  that  they 
did  think  that  he  was  doing  well. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  in  the  Third  Congressional  District? 

DR.  COFER:  Yeah  this  was  all  the  Third--representatives 

from  all  the  counties  in  the  then  Third  Dis- 
trict. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  the  major  candidates  speak--did  Winfield 
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Dunn  speak  then? 

DR.  COFER:  Well  now  he  discussed  what  was  going  on 

state  wide  in  the  campaign  and  how  he 
thought  things  were  going  in  other  districts. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You've  been  hearing  political  speakers  for 

quite  a  while.   How  would  you  describe  him 
as  a  political  speaker? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  I  really  don't  think  that  you  could 

really  call  him  a  political  speaker  or 
even  a  political  animal.   In  fact,  I  think  that  this  really  is  when 
I  evaluated  his  overall  administration.   This  is  his  major  weakness — 
that  he  never  became  strongly  political.   Even  though  he  had  been  a 
party  chairman  he  certainly  had  of  course  the  background  as  being  a 
Democrat  prior  to  this  and  coming  from  an  area  where  mostly  Republi- 
cans were  converted  Democrats  he  never  had  the  strong  feeling  for 
politics  that  occurred  in  East  Tennessee  and  in  areas  where  more 
balance  has  been,  traditionally  between  the  parties. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Where  you  have  a  long  tradition  of  activity 

on  a  part  of  the  Republican  Party.   How  did 
he  do  as  a  speaker  though? 
DR.  COFER:  Well  certainly  as  a  speaker  in  feeling  his 

audience  and  reflecting  their  mood  and 
capturing  the  audience  and  speaking  to  the  audience  he  does  very  very 
well.   And  both  I  guess  this  would  be  true  though  regardless  of  what 
he  was  speaking  about  cause  if  he  was  talking  about  dentistry  I  think 
it  would  be  the  same  thing.  (Laughter)   Because  he  does  have  the  feel 
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DR.  CRAWFORD: 


DR.  COFER: 


for  people  and  he  tends  to  feel  the  mood  of  the  audience  and  is 
able  to  reflect  this. 

On  election  day  then,  what  were  you  doing? 
What  do  you  remember  about  that? 
Well,  we  attempted  to  have  as  many  repre- 
sentatives at  major  polling  places  as  we 
could.   We  did  not  have  personnel  to  cover  all  the  polling  places. 
We  covered  in  numbers  two-thirds  and  in  voters  probably  three-fourths 
or  a  little  more.   My  having  a  representative  at  the  polling  place 
I  spent  the  day  at  the  largest  precinct  in  the  city  in  greeting 
people  I  knew  and  asking  for  their  support  and  we  had  similar  people 
at  as  many  of  the  other  precincts  as  we  could  get. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  have  any  sort  of  difficulty  on 

election  day? 
No. 

Where  were  you  when  the  results  started 
coming  in? 

Well  I  originally  was  at  Republican  head- 
quarters and  of  course  when  they  begin  to 
come  in  a  lot  of  people  thought  that,  you  know,  that  the  election 
was  all  over  and  that  Dunn  was  going  to  be  a  loser.   They  never 
heard — they'd  forgotten  the  term  Big  Shelby  as  it  was  used  to  be 
when  Mr.  Crump  in  Mr.  Crump's  hey  day — but  of  course  I  knew  it 
wasn't  over.   There'd  been  just  an  unbelievable  poll — turned  out  to 
be  unvelievably  accurate  poll — taken  by  I  believe   the  Press  Scimitar 
but  one  of  the  two  major  newspapers  in  Memphis  on  how  many  of  the 


DR.  COFER: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

DR.  COFER: 


22 
what  percentage  of  the  voters  in  the  Republican  primary  were  going 
to  favor  Winfield.   But  of  course  they  didn't  have  a  very  accurate 
opinion  as  to   how  many  people  were  going  to  vote  in  the  Republican 
Primary.   Of  course  the  other  major  candidates  obviously  did  not 
believe  there  was  going  to  be  any  substantial  numbers  of  voters  in 
the  Republican  primary.   I  didn't  believe  this.   And  certainly  a 
county  that  had  already  elected  a  Republican  Congressman  could  have 
a  substantial  Republican  Primary.   Which  it  turned  out  that  they  did. 
And  it  turned  out  of  course  that  Winfield  got  a  even  bigger  percen- 
tage than  the  poll  had  shown  he  was  going  to.   And  even  the  poll  was 
unbelievable. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  things  go  in  Bradley  County? 

DR.  COFER:  Well,  as  far  as  the  vote  of  course  Winfield 

was  the  top  vote  getter  in  Bradley  County. 
I  believe  his  vote  was  roughly  2,000,  but   I  didn't  look  this  up. 
And,  the  next  candidate  had  roughly  1,500,  the  next  1,000,  and  the 
next  one  900. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  So  he  won  but  it  was  not  the  majority. 

DR.  COFER:  Yeah,  we  didn't  get  a  majority  of  the  votes, 

no.   Which  was  a  little  too  much  to  hope  for. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  he  do  in  Polk  County? 

DR.  COFER:  Now  he  did  not  carry  Polk  County,  but  he  had 

a  substantial  vote.   I'm  not  sure  really  how 
he  did  place  as  far  as  the  four  people  running.   Certainly  he  did  not 
bring  up  the  rear. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  McMinn  County  do? 
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DR.  COFER:  I  believe  he  finished  second  in  McMinn  Coun- 

ty.  And  again  very  close.   The  in-fighting 
in  McMinn  County  was  fierce  as  far  as  among  the  alliance  between 
people  supporting  various  candidates  either  in  the  Governor's  race, 
in  the  Congressional  race  and  other  races  in  McMinn  County.   And  this 
I  think  affected  the  outcome  considerably.   One  other  interesting  thing 
by  the  way  as  far  as  the  vote  in  Bradley  County,  Harry  wellford,  who 
was  the  state  wide  campaign  chairman,  sent  us  targets  for  each  pre- 
cinct— a  total  target  vote  and  he  wasn't  off  10%  as  far  as  the  results. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  you  mean  state  wide  or  in  the  county? 

DR.  COFER:  No,  no,  Bradley  County.    Precinct  by  precinct 

down  to  the  smallest  precinct.   And  sur- 
prisingly it  went  almost  like  he  said  it  ought  to.   This  really  didn't 
have  anything  to  do  with  our  effort,  it  just  happened  to  be  that  way. 
Of  course  what  he  was  predicting  was  what  had  to  happen  for  Winfield 
to  win.   And  whether  he  was  on  target  that  well  state  wide  I  don't 
know.   But,  he  really  was  on  target  in  Bradley  County. 


THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THIS  PROJECT  IS  "AN  ORAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  WINFIELD  DUNN  CAMPAIGN  AND 
ADMINISTRATION."  THE  PLACE  IS  THE  AIRPORT'S  PILOT'S   LOUNGE  IN 
CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE  AND  THE  DATE  IS  NOVEMBER  27,  1975.   THE  IN- 
TERVIEW IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  STATE 
ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE.   TRANSCRIBED  BY  ALBERTINA  BROOKS.   IN- 
TERVIEW #2. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Dr.  Cofer,  let's  deal  with  the  period  between 

the  primary  and  the  general  election  when 
having  won  the  first  time  around  you  had  to  take  on  the  Democratic  can- 
didate.  What  did  you  do  after  election  day? 

DR.  COFER:  Well,  we  did  a  little  bit  before  election  in 

effort  to  be  sure  that  the  things  were  cohe- 
sive after  the  election.   I  had  a  verbal  agreement  with  Jim  Guffy-- 
who  was  party  secretary- treasurer ,  who  was  in  effect  running  Mr. 
Jarman ' s  campaign-- that  if  either  of  our  candidates  won,  the  other  one 
would  serve  as  assistant  chairman  in  the  general  election.   And  cer- 
tainly he  gave  me  every  assistance  in  the  general  election.   Shortly 
after  the  primary  we  had  a  meeting  of  people  who  had  been  active  in 
the  primary  for  the  various  candidates  and  had  all  the  candidates  re- 
presented at  the  meeting  and  at  that  time  attempted  to  set  up  a  money 
raising  organization  using  all  these  people  in  an  effort  to  make  it  a 
cohesive  thing.   We  picked  out  prospects  to  contact  for  money,  assigned 
the   prospects  to  the  various  people  who  had  been  active  and  we  took 
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part  of  them  from  the  Dunn  organization  and  then  assigned  some  of 
these  to  people  who  had  been  active  with  that. 

We  also  set  up  one  other  meeting  with  people  who  were  active 
for  and  were  going  to  run  Lamar  Baker's  campaign  for  Congress. 
Again,  a  method  to  simultaneously  raise  money  and  we  worked  out  an 
agreement  with  them  that  we  would  make  just  one  contact  to  the  people 
who  wo  Id  be  contacted  and  give  them  a  choice  as  to  how  they  contributed 
If  they  would  like  to  contribute  to  running  the  local  campaign  and  that 
we  would  run  a  simultaneous  campaign  for  all  the  candidates;  for  Baker, 
Brock,  and  Dunn  all.   And  that  we'd  run  this  out  of  one  headquarters 
and  that  if  they  wanted  to  contribute  to  the  operation  of  the  local 
headquarters  we  would  put  that  in.   If  they  wanted  to  contribute  to 
either  Baker  or  Dunn  we'd  take  the  money  and  send  it  to  them.   Senator 
Brock  of  course  had  raised  his  money  already  out  of  Bradley  County.   A 
considerable  sum  we  understood.   So  we  were  not  attempting  to  raise 
any  money  for  Senator  Brock  and  did  ask  Senator  Brock's  organization  to 
contribute  to  the  operation  of  headquarters  which  they  did.   As  things 
a  lot  of  times,  although  they  were  planned  to  work  that  way,  didn't 
turn  dut  to  work  that  way.   It  turned  out  that  Jodah  Lauderdale  and  my- 
self raised  all  the  money  that  was  raised  with  one  or  two  small  ex- 
ceptions. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Why  did  it  turn  out  that  way? 

DR.  COFER:  Well,  I  guess  it  was  probably  natural  that 

it  would.   These  people  had  had  the  respon- 
sibility of  running  a  campaign  in  the  primary  and  had  their  candidate 
won  they  would  have  been  calling  the  shots.   They  obviously  were  not 
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at  the  time  and  didn't  feel  the  urgency  to  make  the  effort  that  was 
necessary  to  raise  money.   Particularly  we  were  handicapped  by  the 
fact  that  Senator  Brock  had  raised  substantial  amounts  of  money  in 
Bradley  County  in  the  same  places  that  we  were  going  to  look  for 
more  money.   I  know  this  proved  a  handicap  to  some  of  the  people 
that  didn't.   There  were  some  people  who  did  make  some  contacts  and 
did  not  get  any  money  and  this  was  given  as  the  reason.   We  raised 
however,  about  $12,000  or  $13,000. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  a  good  deal  more  than  you  had  in 

the  primary  wasn't  it? 
DR.  COFER:  Quite  a  bit  more.   Of  course  some  of  this 

was  in  fairly  large  contributions.   But  we 
raised  $5,000  in  $100  or  $200  (amounts).   Most  of  that  amount  I  raised 
out  of  the  medical  profession.   We  had  a  complaint,  of  which  it  is 
still  a  complaint,  that  the  rural  areas  in  the  state  of  Tennessee  are 
paid  a  different  fee  under  both  Medicare  and  Medicaid  medical  pro- 
grams compared  to  the  metropolitan  areas  for  exactly  the  same  service. 
I  promised  each  doctor  that  I  contacted--I  contacted  all  the  doctors 
in  the  county--that  if  Winfield  Dunn  was  elected  if  we  contributed  a 
substantial  amount  to  his  campaign  that  I  would  go  to  him  and  person- 
ally ask  him  as  a  favor  to  me  to  do  what  he  could  to  see  that  this 
was  changed,  because  I  thought  and  I  still  think,  that  this  is 
basically  unfair  and  not  only  that  but  is  resulting  in  poorer  medical 
care  in  the  state  of  Tennessee.   I  still  think  so.   But  this  is  what 
was  done.   Every  doctor  that  I  contacted  except  two  made  a  contribu- 
tion to  Winfield's  campaign.   And  some  both  in  support  and  money. 
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Some  who'd  never  contributed  to  a  political  campaign  in  their  life. 
This  gave  us  a  running  start;  in  fact,  this  was  the  money  that  we 
ran  the  local  headquarters  on  as  our  part  to  the  local  headquarters. 
Lamar  Baker  was  not  able  to  raise  money  in  the  county  enough  even 
to  pay  for  his  what  might  could  be  considered  his  share  of  the  head- 
quarters.  So  actually  Winfield's  campaign  money  and  Senator  Brock's 
campaign  money  paid  for  the  operation  of  the  headquarters. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  have  as  much  money  as  you  felt  you 

needed  for  working  the  county? 
DR.  COFER :  Well,  now,  of  course,  most  of  this  money  and 

the  money  we  kept  we  had  a  budget  for  the 
operation  of  headquarters  based  on  rent  and  a  certain  amount  of  money 
to  be  spent  on  election  day  as  far  as  transporting  voters  and  this 
type  of  thing.   When  I  raised  this  amount,  I  took  it  to  Winfield  per- 
sonally and  showed  it  to  him  and  told  him  I  had  it  and  gave  him  a  list 
of  who  gave  it  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  keep  it  and  use  it  in  the 
county.   He  said,  "Fine."  And  that  was  that.   That  was  our  money  to 
be  used  in  the  county.   So  we  had  no  problems  with  what  we  needed  in 
the  county  as  far  as  money. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  kind  of  follow-up  was  there  later?   Who 

thanked  these  people  for  their  contributions? 
DR.  COFER:  Now  all  of  these  people  of  course  were  in- 

vited to  the  inauguration.   We  did  have  one 
problem  in  the  county.   We  had  when  Frank  Barnett  came  in  the  state 
organization  and  he  and  Grover  Ashe  contacted  several  people.   In 
fact,  he  called  me  before  he  came.   He  told  me  he  wanted  to  come  and 
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knew  some  people  that  he  thought  would  donate  who  hadn't  yet  who  had 
not  been  contacted  although  their  names  had  been  given  to  some  of  the 
people  who  I  mentioned  previously  to  be  contacted.   They  had  not  been. 
And  he  wanted  to  come  to  some  of  whom  he  had  known  personally.   And 
asked  me  if  I  could  go  with  him  to  see  them.   I  told  him  I'd  be  glad 
to.   Well  for  some  reason  when  he  came  he  contacted  Mr.  Ashe  and  he 
and  Mr.  Ashe  went  to  see  these  people.   And  there  were  three  fairly 
substantial  contributions  made  from  that.   And  for  one  reason  or 
another  they  did  not  receive  any  recognition  for  their  donations  and 
did  not  receive  an  invitation  to  the  inauguration.   This  was  recti- 
fied to  some  degrees  personally  by  the  governor  who  later  in  my 
presence  apologized  to  these  people  because  this  happened. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  were  pleased  generally  with  the  follow 

up  of  the  supporters. 
DR.  COFER:  Very  much.   We  had  no  problem  other  than  that 

at  all.   The  people  who  donated  were,  I 
suppose,  always  pleased  to  donate  to  a  winner. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  you  do  about  advertising  in  the 

general  election? 
DR.  COFER:  Now  our  advertising  was  joint  in  the  general 

election.   We  were  in  a  Baker-Brock-Dunn  cam- 
paign.  Incidentally  we  used  Baker-Brock-Dunn  bumper  stickers  we  had 
signs  that  we  painted  on  a  4  X  8  piece  of  plywood.   Fact  is,  they 
would  not  only  paint  Baker -Brock-Dunn  but  also  Longly  and  Cannon  who 
were  running  for  state  office.   And  these  were  probably  the  major 
source  of  advertising.   The  day  before  election  [we  had]  a  full  page 
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newspaper  ad.    We  also  had  radio  spots  for  each  of  these,  they  of 
course  were  individualized.   And  they  were  sent  in  by  state  head- 
quarters . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  Noble  Dury  and  Associates  were 

doing  the  advertising  and  sending  the 
material  out  by  then.   What  about   your  contact  with  Winfield  Dunn? 
How  often  was  he  able  to  get  back  to  the  county  during  the  general 
election? 
DR.  COFER:  Now  he  certainly  of  course  was  back,  I 

couldn't  tell  you  how  many  times,  twice  I 
believe.   And  primarily  he  was  back  once  for  a  luncheon  at  Community 
College  and  where  he  met  the  faculty  and  many  of  the  students  and  so 
forth  and  was  also  back  on  another  occasion  where  he  toured  some  of 
the  retail  establishments  and  also  the  church  headquarters  I  believe 
it  was  two  occasions. 

Who  arranged  his  itinerary  in  the  counties 

when  he  was  back? 

Well  now,  of  course,  the  arrangements  were 

made  through  me  by  one  of  the  state  people. 
I  cannot  remember  the  young  lady's  name  who  ran  the  headquarters 
during  the  primary  who  was  the  only  individual  in  the  primary  who 
seemed  to  always  know  what  was  going  on.   She  later  worked  in  Joe 
Hopper's  office.   I  cannot  remember  her  name  but  she  did  a  tremendous 
job. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  you  generally  pleased  with  your  liaison 

with  the  state  campaign  staff? 
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DR.  COFER :  We  had  no  problems.   Now  we  had  a  man  from 

Sweetwater  who  served  as  general  area  chair- 
man and  who  came  down  to  check  with  us  a  couple  of  times  to  see  if 
we  were  having  any  problems  that  he  could  help  with.   But  we  really 
had  no  problems. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  who  he  was? 

DR.  COFER:  If  you  had  not  asked  me  I  could  tell  you. 

(laughter)   He's  the  man  who  operates  the 
Lost  City  attraction.   Kenneth.    Ken  [Cagle]. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  that's  in  the  written  records  of  course 

and  we  can  look  that  up. 
DR.  COFER:  I  can't  remember.   I  don't  remember  but  he 

served  as  general  area  chairman  and  came  down 
in  and  he'd  had  some  problems  in  some  of  the  other  counties  having  to 
change  over  from  a  primary  organization  to  a  general  election  type  or- 
ganization but  we  really  had  no  real  problems  with  this. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  you  able  to  get  the  support  of  those  who 

had  supported  Robertson,  Jenkins,  and  Jarman 
adequately  in  the  general  election? 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  of  course  part  of  this  support   came  by 

virtue  of  the  fact  that  many  of  these  people 
particularly  Jenkins  supporters  were  very  vigorous  supporters  of  Bill 
Brock.   We  worked  with  them  on  this  basis.   The  Jarman  supporters  were 
available  to  do  anything  we  asked  them  to,  I'd  just  say.   The  Robert- 
son supporters  were  never  very  active  at  either  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  contrast  did  you  notice  between  the  Hooker 
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campaign  and  the  Dunn  campaign  before  the 
general  election? 

DR.  COFER:  Well,  of  course,  his  campaign  here  in  Brad- 

ley County  was  primarily  based  on  people  who 
had  run  his  campaign  previously  in  his  race  four  years  before. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  Hooker  campaign. 

DR.  COFER:  And  they  were  people  who  took  the  position 

that  they  were  in  a  minority  position  and  that 
it  was  not  overly  important  that  they  be  active  and  vigorous  in  their 
campaign  and  they  really  were  not.   They  would  get  what  votes  they  got 
because  they  were  Democrats  and  because  Mr.  Hooker  was  a  Democrat.   And 
that  this  would  be  the  basis  that  any  votes  that  they  got  would  come 
and  that  nothing  that  they  really  did  was  going  to  change  that.   And  I 
suspect  this  is  probably  true. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  a  little  limiting  though  when  you  work 

for  that  attitude.   I  know  it's  hard  to  assess 
but  as  manager  in  the  county  how  much  did  you  feel  that  Winfield  Dunn's 
success  was  a  result  of  unpopularity  of  his  opponent.   I  know  that  was 
some  factor  state-wide. 
DR.  COFER:  Well  I  think  this  was  [a]  considerable  factor. 

Of  course  I  think  the  two  things  that  helped 
him  in  that  context  in  Bradley  County  were  the  overwhelming  popularity 
of  Bill  Brock  in  Bradley  County  and  the  fact  that  it  was  very  easy  to 
establish  that  Mr.  Hooker,  in  my  opinion  turned  out  and  in  some  other 
opinions,  was  a  crook. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  an  issue  state-wide. 
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DR.  COFER:  This  certainly  was  an  issue  in  and  his 

handling  of  some  of  the  franchise  situ- 
ations particularly  in  California  in  the  fried  chicken  franchises  I 
believe  later  was  legally  brought  in  question  although  I  don't  think 
he  was  ever  convicted.   Certainly  in  my  estimation,  certainly  his 
actions  were  immoral  if  not  illegal.   And  this  I  think  was  the  po- 
sition that  a  lot  of  people  in  Bradley  County  took. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  think  it  was  these  positions  people  took 

in  various  counties  daring  this  election 
around  the  state.   Do  you  think  you  had  enough  money  for  advertising 
did  you  feel  you  covered  things  well  enough  with  it? 
DR.  COFER:  I  think  so.   Again  in  Bradley  County,  being 

a  fairly  small  county,  with  most  of  the  popu- 
lation concentrated  in  Cleveland,  it's  relatively  easy  to  reach  all 
your  people  and  we  had  a  couple  of  major  dinners--par ty  dinners--that 
one  in  the  primary  and  then  one  before  the  general  election  which 
most  of  the  people  who  are  actively  interested  in  [the]  Republican 
Party  and  its  function.   One  interesting  side  light  on  Mr.  Hooker  and 
his.  .  .   Some  months  before  the  election  there  were  series  of  ar- 
ticles in  Barons  which  is  a  financial  publication  out  of  Boston,  that 
dealt  with  the  franchise  industry  and  dealt  fairly  extensively  with 
the  activities  of  Mr.  Hooker.   I  called  during  the  general--ear ly  in 
the  general  election--I  called  the  editor  of  Barons  and  asked  him  for 
permission  to  reprint  those  articles  and  use  them  in  the  campaign. 
permission  which  he  gave.   But  again  Winfield  was  not  interested  in 
really  this  type  of  campaign  and  did  not  use  them.   But  this  was  I 
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thought  really  dynamite.   But  he  did  not  want  to  use  that  kind  of 
advantage . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  think  word  got  around  the  state  nonethe- 

less . 
DR.  COFER:  Well,  certainly  it  did.   But  it  did  without 

any  actual  effort  on  Winfield's  part  him- 
self.  He  would  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  did  not  encourage  it  and  did 
not  make  any  effort  in  that  regard. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  When  the  general  election  came  around  what 

was  the  results  in  your  county? 
DR.  COFER:  I  don't  remember  the  numbers,  but  Winfield 

was  of  course  a  overwhelming  victory  in 
Bradley  County.   It  was  about  6500  to  3500  would  be  a  rough  recol- 
lection but  that's  rough. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  a  large  majority.   You  mentioned  a 

couple  of  times  in  the  campaign  or  a  few 
times  perhaps  when  an  advantage  was  taken  of  Winfield  Dunn's  frank- 
ness by  reporters.   Do  you  remember  any  specific  incidents? 
DR.  COFER:  The  one  that  reminds  me  the  most  and  did  not 

occur  in  Bradley  County  but  it  had  some  af- 
fect in  Bradley  County,  [it]  occurred  in  Oak  Ridge  and  in  what  at 
least  was  reported  to  me  as  relatively  casual  conversation.   A  repor- 
ter  asked  Winfield  about  his  position  on  the  state  income  tax. 
And  he  made  the  comment  that  he  thought  that  sometime  in  the  future 
that  a  state  income  tax  would  be  required.   But  went  on  to  say  of 
course  there  had  just  been  a  constitutional  convention-- that  this 
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question  would  not  come  up  during  his  administration  because  whether 
he  supported  it  or  didn't,  absolutely  nothing  could  be  done  because 
of  the  time  limitation.   Of  course  it  got  repor ted--the  fact  that 
Winfield  Dunn  supported  a  state  income  tax.   This  caused  some  prob- 
lems a  lot  of  places.   It  certainly  did  in  Bradley  County. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  a  more  experienced  politician  or  some- 

one with  political  experience  might  have  eva- 
ded  that  question  and  simply  refused  to  answer  it,  knowing  that  there 
might  not  be  any  good  answer. 
DR.  COFER:  He  could  hide  behind  the  fact  that  it  was  not 

going  to  come  up  during  his  administration 
rather  than  giving  his  honest  opinion  which  obviously  he  did. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Apparently  though,  the  advantages  of  conducting 

an  open  campaign  outweighed  the  others  par- 
ticularly at  a  time  like  1970  when  people  were  a  little  tired  of  pro- 
fessional politicians  and  people  who  had  been  running  and  had  the 
support  of  old  political  leaders.   That  may  have  been  one  of  his  ad- 
vantages.  Why  do  you  think  he  won  in  Bradley  County? 

DR.  COFER:  Well,  of  course,  partly,  as  you  say,  was  his 

personality.   Certainly,  this  was  an  effect. 
The  people  who  met  him,  who  had  even  casual  contact  with  him  were  im- 
pressed.  This  was  one  of  the  strong  pluses.   The  strong  position  of 
Bill  Brock  in  the  county,  the  fact  that  we  managed  to  avoid  any  real 
bitter  factional  disputes  as  far  as  the  carry  over  from  the  primary 
into  the  general  election.   Even  though  we  had  had  a  highly  contested 
congressional  race,  the  race  in  the  senate  and  the  strongly  contested 
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governor's  race,  we  managed  to  come  out  without  any  real  splits  that 
hurt  us.   Of  course,  you  always  lose  some  votes  this  way,  but  we 
weren't  badly  hurt  this  way.   I  think  these  were  the  reasons  he  did 
well  in  Bradley  County. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  contact  did  you  have  with  him  after  the 

election? 
DR.  COFER:  As  far  as  personal  contact  of  course  in  set- 

ting up  what  he  called  his  good  government 
committee  in  each  county  he  asked  me  to  serve  as  chairman  here  in 
Bradley  County,  which  I  did.   This  was  of  course,  indirect  mostly  in 
that  I  worked  primarily  through  other  people  in  the  executive  branch 
rather  than  directly  with  the  governor.   The  next  actual  direct  con- 
tact that  I  had  with  him  was  during  his  first  year,  I  guess,  of  his 
administration  when  he  was  attempting  to  convince  the  Legislature  to 
come  out  a  little  stronger  in  supporting  the  kindergarten  program  in 
which  he  made  a  series  of  visits  around  the  state  for  support  and  he 
came  back  to  Cleveland  for  a  dinner  or  actually  a  lunch  which  he 
asked  me  to  make  the  arrangements  and  so  on  in  which  he  gave  his 
reasons  for  the  kindergarten  program. 

There  was  one  instance  that  we  have  not  touched  on  that  occurred 
during  the  early  part  of  the  general  election  campaign  following  a 
meeting  in  Chattanooga--a  lunch  meeting  at  one  of  the  hotels--that 
primarily  was  a  send-off  meeting  to  begin  fund  raising.   After  that 
meeting  Jodah  Lauderdale  and  I  spoke  to  the  Governor  briefly.   Mr. 
Lauderdale  asked  the  Governor  if  he  would  agree  to  have  a  portion  of 
the  state  funds  deposited  in  one  of  the  area  banks  [so]  that  he  could 
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obtain  a  $5,000  contribution  to  the  campaign  from  this  bank.   At 
this  point  the  governor  told  him  that  he  wouldn't  want  to  agree  to 
something  like  that  and  that  he  would  much  rather  that  they  contri- 
bute $500  to  his  campaign  and  count  on  it  being  fair.   This,  as  far 
as  I  know,  ended  the  matter. 

One  other  similar  happening  occurred  after  the  general  election 
where  a  heavy  equipment  sales  firm  approached  one  of  the  people  who 
had  been  active  in  his  campaign  and  offered  $50,000  as  a  contribution 
to  settle  any  debt  left  over  from  the  campaign.   Of  course,  there  were 
no  campaign  debts  and  this  money  was  turned  down.   In  fact,  in  the 
primary  I  can  remember  Winfield  commenting  that  he  had  two  rules  that 
he  had  promised  his  wife,  I  believe  he  promised  that  he  would  go  by. 
One,  that  he  wouldn't  fly  around  the  state  in  a  single  engine  air- 
plane and  the   other  one  was  that  he  wouldn't   run  a  deficit  campaign. 
(Laughter) 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Thank  you,  Dr.  Cofer,  for  taking  the  time  on 

Thanksgiving  Day. 


HECKMAN 
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